Resolution in Support of City of Bellingham Initiative No. 2021-03.
WHEREAS, Section 1 of the National Labor Relations Act explicitly recognized “[t]he inequality of bargaining power between employees who do not possess full freedom of association or actual liberty of contract and employers who are organized in the corporate or other forms of ownership association ...”
WHEREAS, the discouraging of unionization by employers substantially burdens employees’ rights to choose to form a union and collectively bargain.
WHEREAS, the decisions of the National Labor Relations Board have not fully vindicated the rights of employees to choose to join a union and to collectively bargain.
WHEREAS, cities and states have the power and moral duty to ensure the vindication of those rights to the fullest extent permitted by law.
WHEREAS, the economic life of the City of Bellingham depends upon the reduction of inequality through programs that enhance workers’ democratic power through unionization.
WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham has the power and duty to ensure that its funds are not used by contracted employers to discourage unionization.
WHEREAS, the city currently places no limitation on the use of its funds to discourage unionization, and as a result city funds have, in fact, been used to discourage unionization.
WHEREAS, City of Bellingham Initiative 2021-03 would: 
· prohibit any person who receives City funds from using those funds to discourage unionization efforts by that person’s employees or any other employees, 
· require recipients of City funds to segregate those funds, 
· provide a safe harbor for non-managerial staff to engage in union protected activities, 
· provide for administrative investigations of complaints, 
· establish private enforcement actions, 
· change the City’s contracting process, and 
· allow the City to terminate contracts for violations of the prohibition.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Whatcom County Democrats support placing City of Bellingham Initiative No. 2021-03 on the ballot; 
THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT upon adoption of this resolution, Whatcom Democrats will publicize this proposed initiative;
THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED THAT the Whatcom County Democrats will use its mailing list and online presence to mobilize voters and collect signatures.
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